
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 13 March 2018] 

 p567b-567b 
Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

PREMIER — UNITED STATES AND UNITED ARAB EMIRATES VISIT 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.01 pm]: My government is committed to promoting jobs and 
investment in Western Australia at every opportunity. For this reason, I have great pleasure in informing the house 
about my recent visit to Washington DC in the United States, and Dubai and Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates. 

At the invitation of the Ambassador of Australia to the United States, Joe Hockey, and in conjunction with the 
Prime Minister, I had the privilege to attend the US National Governors Association conference in Washington, 
along with other Australian Premiers, Chief Ministers and senior business figures. The occasion was also cause to 
celebrate the First 100 Years of Mateship campaign between Australia and the US. These events and associated 
programs provided a unique occasion for Australia to promote itself as a team to powerful US politicians and 
businesses. It also provided a great opportunity for me to highlight Western Australia as an attractive place to 
invest. This included meeting the US Secretary of the Navy, Richard Spencer, about increasing US navy ship visits 
to Fremantle and using our world-class ship building and maintenance facilities at Henderson. I also met senior 
representatives of Chevron Corporation, Alcoa, ConocoPhillips and Albemarle Corporation who updated me on 
their operations and projects in WA. Albemarle is pursuing a major lithium project in our south that will provide 
more jobs for Western Australians. 

It was a privilege to meet a number of United States governors, including the Governor of the State of Texas, 
Greg Abbott, who is an impressive person. It was amazing to be able to discuss the potential of Texas and 
Western Australia establishing a sister-state relationship. Our states have many things in common, such as our 
reputations for being great energy provinces. This relationship is well worth exploring. In my speech at the NGA 
conference, I promoted WA’s mineral, energy, defence, tourism, innovation and entrepreneurial potential. 

After Washington, I visited Dubai and Abu Dhabi. Western Australia has a strong trading relationship with the 
UAE, with a focus on agriculture and food products. WA carrots are big in Dubai. However, there is much more 
potential. At a major business luncheon in Dubai—where plenty of carrot juice was on offer—I outlined to the 
audience how diverse the WA economy is becoming and that we welcome investment in resources, tourism, 
education and innovation, and technology. My visit also included meetings with the chairman and CEO of Emirates 
airlines, at which I emphasised the importance of continued daily flights to Perth; and the Minister of Economy, 
His Excellency Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansoori, who talked about tourism opportunities and the prospect of 
a Dubai–WA sister-state relationship. 

I am confident these visits will help bolster investment and jobs in our state. I would like to thank the 
Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, and the Embassy of Australia in Washington for helping 
organise the trip. I give particular thanks to Nell Weiss in Washington and Pankaj Savara in UAE who provided 
great assistance and local knowledge. 
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